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petty chieftains in the Tyrol). They had authority to
explain away the doubtful terms, to disclaim Explanations
all pretensions on the part of the Pope to con- Jan. 29, nss
sider the Empire a benefice of the Church, or to mate a
grant of the Empire. Frederick accepted the overtures,,
and an outward reconciliation took place.

The next year Frederick descended for the second
time into Italy. Never had so powerful a Teutonic
army, not even in his first campaign, crossed the Alps..
The several roads were choked by the contingents from
every part of the Empire ; all Germany seemed to be
discharging itself upon the plains of Italy. The Dukes-
of Austria and Carinthia descended the pass of Friuli;.
Duke Frederick of Swabia, the Emperor's nephew, by
Chiavenna and the Lake of Corno; Duke Bernard of
Zahringen by the Great St. Bernard; the Emperor

himself marched down the valley of Trent.

i .                 July. USB.

At first his successes and his cruelties carried

all before him. He compelled the submission of Milan;
the haughty manner in which he asserted the Imperial
rights, the vast army with which he enforced those
rights, the merciless severity with which he visited all
treasonable resistance, seemed to threaten the ruin of
all which remained either of the temporal or spiritual
independence of Italy/ He seemed determined, he
avowed his determination, to rule the clergy like all
the rest of his subjects; to compel their homage for .all
their temporal possessions; to exact all the Imperial
dues, to be, in fact as well as in theory, their feudal
sovereign. He enforced the award already made of
the inheritance of the Countess Matilda to his uncle-
Guetf VI. of Bavaria,
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